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STEM Subject Choice and Careers
Awareness: a brie ng for IAG helpers

Introduction

The future prosperity of the UK is
dependent to a large extent on young
people choosing STEM-related subjects.
Science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) subjects are vital to the
country s economic and social devel-
opment. Their role is to help improve
the quality of people s everyday lives
and nd solutions to global challenges
such as securing sustainable economic
development. Recent research has
highlighted the shortfall in the number
of people choosing to study STEM
subjects as well as the need to double
the supply of skilled workers in STEM-
related jobs in the next 7-10 years.

National initiatives

An unprecedented range of new and continuing
initiatives by the Government, professional
bodies, education-business partnerships

and employers are seeking to transform the
teaching of STEM subjects and promote STEM
subject choice and careers. (See the article by
Jim Knight, Minister of State for Schools and
Learners, in the January newsletter). One of the
most important initiatives for STEM IAG helpers
is the STEM Careers Action Programme.

STEM Careers

The STEM Careers
Action Programme

The three-year STEM Careers Action Programme
is one of 11 programmes that make up the
National STEM programme under its Director
John Holman (See The STEM Framework,

July 2008 http://www.stemdirectories.org.
uk/docs/STEM Framework.pdf). The key

aim of the project is to encourage young people
to see that studying STEM subjects leads to

a very wide range of interesting and well-paid
jobs inside and outside the STEM sector.

The programme seeks to tackle a number

of key issues:

Arrest the declining numbers of young
people studying STEM subjects

Improve awareness of STEM careers
Tackle the skills gap

Assure a more representative
take-up of STEM subjects and careers
in terms of age, gender, ethnicity

Provide continuing professional
development for STEM staff

Promote activities and careers advice
that bring real world contexts and
applications of STEM into the classroom

Ensure that the STEM education support
infrastructure is better co-ordinated.
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